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FOREWARD 


A very warm welcome to St Peter’s Church. We hope that you will 
enjoy reading this account of its history and that you will spend as 
much time as you wish exploring and enjoying the building. The 
origins of this church go back to Saxon times, and many 
subsequent generations have left their mark on it. But this is not a 
museum, it is the home of a large and vibrant Christian 
Community, with a strong liturgical tradition and an outstanding 
choir. We are committed to serving the local community in 
Christ’s name, and hope that you will pray for God’s blessing on 
our work and witness. 


EDWARD BRYANT 
Rector 
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Published by 
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WESTWOOD BUSINESS PARK 
MARGATE CT9 4JJ 


The Tower and West Door 
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A BRIEF HISTORY 


We can trace the origins of St Peter’s Church to AD 772, when 
King Offa of Mercia granted a charter (a copy can be seen on the 
south wall of the tower arch) written in a mixture of Old English 
and Latin, for a church to be built on this site, where once there 
had been an Iron Age Fort. The Charter speaks of the building of 
a Monasterium and the endowing of a Basilicum (church), here in 
Bexhill. A Monasterium meant a Minster Church served by 
secular clergy, not Monks. The bounds of the lands which formed 
the endowment can still be traced today. It was only in the later 
nineteen fifties that the last parcel of this land was sold. 


The Saxon Church was some forty feet long, and some twenty feet 
wide, measuring from the tower step to the point where today the 
metal bar crosses the Nave roof. Saxon work is to be found in the 
north and south walling of this part of the Nave. Above the arches 
at the western end of the Nave, herringbone work was uncovered 
during the restoration and enlargement of the church which took 
place during 1878 AD. 


1086 AD saw the first addition to the small Saxon church in the 
building of the Early Norman Tower, slightly lower than at 
present. Porches were also built on the south and north sides of the 
Tower. Today, the Tower carries a ring of ten bells plus a half tone, 
and there is an active Guild of Ringers ( details of the bells are 
displayed on the south wall of the Tower, near the West Door). 


Note the processional arches cut into the south and north walls of 
the tower. Processions kept to consecrated ground, so the position 
of these arches suggests that a public road ran outside the west 
door of the Tower at the time. 


In the Norman Transitional period of the twelfth century, small 
Nave Aisles were built north and south of the small Saxon Nave 
(the rear of the existing Nave), introducing six pillars and four 
arches north and south, which are still with us. 
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The Lady Chapel 
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We can see here where the small twelfth century Chancel 
commenced. This had an apsidal east end, the foundations of 
which were uncovered during 1878. The work was carried out by 
stone-masons from Battle Abbey. 


The story goes that the Bishop of Chichester of the day, tried to 
bring the Abbot of Battle, who was the most powerful church man 
in East Sussex, under his jurisdiction. The Bishop went with his 
entourage to the Abbey, and a riot broke out between the servants 
of the two contending parties. The Abbot appealed to the King. In 
a ceremony in St. Paul’s Cathedral at this time, 1148, the Manor 
of Bexhill (Bixle), which the Count of Eu confessed to having 
wrongfully withheld from the church, was restored to the Bishop 
of Chichester. In the matter of the jurisdiction, the King found in 
favour of the Abbot. To show there was no ill-feeling, the Abbot 
lent to the Bishop his masons for work on his newly returned 
manor, at the same time they carried out the work of building the 
Norman transitional Aisles to the two west bays of St. Peter’s 
Nave. 


In 1215, the eastern arch of the Tower was cut. 


Further enlargement took place during the thirteenth century, 
when a fine forty foot Early English Chancel (extending to the 
second step of the present Chancel, and putting in four lancet (i e 
pointed) windows and a priest’s door on the south side), was built 
to replace the earlier Norman Chancel. The work was attributed to 
Bishop Ralph Neville Bishop of Chichester. 


Saint Richard, Bishop of Chichester, must have worshipped here 
in this hallowed place, during his periodic visits to his Manor of 
Bexhill. 


A fourteenth century addition was the north door, which now leads 
to the choir vestry. 


In about 1450, two chapels were added, the Batesford Chantry on 
the north, still with us, and another one on the south side. 


The Chancel, Looking East 
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A Tudor Minstrel’s Gallery was put in position at the west end of 
the nave. Here a typical Thomas Hardy scene would have been 
found at one time, with a choir of village singers supported by a 
small orchestra, Bassoon player and such like. They were replaced 
by the Barrel Organ in about 1811, much to their displeasure. The 
Barrel Organ was itself replaced by a pipe organ in 1881. 


During the seventeenth century, small galleries were placed in the 
South and North Aisles, looking into the Nave through the 
Norman transitional arches. 


1878 was the year of the great Butterfield restoration and 
enlargement of the fabric of our ancient church. 


All the galleries were removed. Dormer windows in the roof, 
which threw light into the north and south galleries went at the 
same time. 


The Font dates from the 1878 restoration: it is an exact copy, in 


marble, of the previous, Early English, Font, which was found to 
be badly worn and disintegrating. 


The South Aisle was widened and lengthened, sweeping away the 
12th century walling and the ancient South Porch as well as the 
little Chapel of 1425 at the head of the South Aisle. In its place 
was created the Lady Chapel, which is kept as a special place of 
prayer. 


Bishop Neville’s Early English Chancel was demolished, to make 
way for the Chancel as we have it today. The Chancel arch was 
moved eastwards by one bay, to its present position. The carved 
Reredos behind the altar, and the Chancel Screen were also 
erected at this time. The tower battlements were raised by two 
feet. 


In 1907 the then Rector, Theodore Churton, was the prime mover 
in the work of building the present North Aisle, against the wishes 
of the congregation — the enterprise was therefore largely financed 
by a local butcher! 


View of The Rood Figures and 
Screen, and Mural 


The Bexhill Stone 
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Martin Travers is the artist responsible for the beautiful Rood 
Figures above the Chancel Arch, installed in 1946. 


The fine Mural at the head of the Nave is the work of Alan Sorrel 
in 1951. It has been described as the best of its kind in Sussex. 


In 1965/6 the Choir Vestry, to the north of the church, was built. 
St Peter’s still enjoys a strong choral tradition, with a choir of 
near-professional standard. 


For many centuries, these ancient walls have stood and listened — 
if only they could talk, what a tale they could tell! 


St Peter’s Parish Office, Church Street, Bexhill-on-Sea, 
East Sussex, TN40 2HE. 
Tel: (+) 44 (0) 1424 734438. 


stpetersbexhill @ bigfoot.com 
www.stpetersbexhill.org.uk 
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BLOOMERS OF BEXHILL 


FLORIST 


5 Western Road 
Bexhill-on-Sea 
East Sussex 
TN40 1DU 


Telephone: 


01424 732445 


SUPPORT CANCER RESEARCH UK 
AND MAKE A REAL DIFFERENCE 


There are many ways you can support Cancer Research UK, the UK’s leading 
cancer charity — donate, sign up for an event, start your own fundraising, 
volunteer and much more. Your support will help us to continue our vital cancer 
research work. Together we will beat cancer. 


We are working hard to improve our understanding of cancer and develop 
better ways to prevent, diagnose and treat the disease. 


P.O. Box 123 
Lincoln's Inn Fields 
e London WC2A 3PX 


CANCER RESEARCH UK Sete Tel: (Supporters Services) 020 7121 6699 
e Tel: (Switchboard) 020 7242 0200 


Fax: 020 7121 6700 
www.cancerresearchuk.org 


Registered charity no. 1089464 
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SOLICITORS 
Established 1828 


13 Eversley Road, Bexhill 
Tel: 210013 
and at 
Langham House, Albert Road, Hastings 
Tel: 437878 
www.squaretoes.co.uk 


Jeste rs 


HAIR SALON 


214A London Road 
Bexhill-on-Sea 
East Sussex TN30 4AH 


Telephone: 01424 221700 


The Graham Cumming Group, Margate, Kent. Tel: 01843 282500 3596/09 


cov iv ST PETER’S CHURCH, BEXHILL 


PETERHOUSE 
RETIREMENT COMPLEX 


A comprehensive complex with Sheltered Housing Flats 
alongside a Registered Care Home, offering Residential, 
Nursing Care & Social Care. The Day Centre is open to 
residents and non-residents, providing social support and 
a wide range of activities. 


All set in three acres of beautiful landscaped gardens. 


Church Street, Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex TN40 2HF 
Tel: 01424 730809 
Fax: 01424 731204 
e-mail: |.crisford@nabs.org.uk 
web: www.nabs.org.uk 


WATERSIDE 


(COFFEE SHOP & SEA FOOD BAR 


Tea/Coffee ~ Sandwiches ~ Cakes 
Rolls ~ Paninis ~ Salad Bowls 
Eat In or Take Away 
Fresh Shell Fish ~ Cockles ~ Prawns etc etc 
News Papers Also Sold 


8 Sea Road, Bexhill on Sea, 
East Sussex TN40 1EB 
Telephone: 07745 681261 


